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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 

We are a couple weeks away from Advent, the beginning of a new church year. 
Moving closer to this changing of the liturgical season, I am hearing details and 
tales of cherished traditions from Advents past. Several people have spoken to 
me about a vintage nativity set that has not been in use for a number of years. 
While un-cluttering the Gardner Room, I discovered boxes of the bubble 
wrapped holy family and their adoring visitors. I am thrilled to report that Joseph 
has been re-glued and is ready to kneel in awe over his new son. And thanks to 
the work of clearing out a corner of the sanctuary, this year there will be room at 
Oak Lane for the Christ child to lay his head.  

Cherishing the past. Un-cluttering. Kneeling anew. Making room. Sounds like the 
essential ingredients of something brewing among us at this time, in this place! 

In late October, I recommended to the Session that we suspend all December 
committee meetings. Citing intense busyness and visible exhaustion, I would like 
us to embrace  Christ’s coming again with as much simplicity of schedule that we 
can allow. Instead of meetings, I have asked that we gather for meals, three 
Wednesdays in December, to break bread and share fellowship. For some, 
December races by in a blur of activity. For others, a melancholy silence has 
replaced the bustle of the way it used to be.  

Wherever this Advent finds you, I invite you to find a place here, in Sunday 
worship, on Wednesdays at the table in the Social Hall, and at our holiday special 
events.  

May we prepare our hearts and minds for the possibilities being birthed in us 
this Advent. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Judith 
 

Rev. Judith Brackett can be reached by calling or emailing the church 
office, or by calling (610 747-0366) or emailing 

(revjudithbrackett@gmail.com). 

mailto:revjudithbrackett@gmail.com
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THE OAK LANE  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

ADVENT 2015 

 POT LUCK DINNERS   DECEMBER 2,  5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

       DECEMBER 9  5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

       DECEMBER 16 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  DECEMBER 5  10:00 AM -4:00 PM 

 CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY  DECEMBER 12    1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

PARTY 

 PWOL CHRISTMAS TEA  DECEMBER  13   3:00 PM 

 LESSONS & CAROLS  DECEMBER 20 11:00 AM 

 CHRISTMAS EVE   DECEMBER 24   5:00 PM   FELLOWSHIP 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE        6:00 PM    WORSHIP 
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY NEWS 
Rev. Bernice Warren was our guest speaker on November 8th at our 
Stewardship Luncheon. Estimate of Giving cards were distributed with 
plans to dedicate them on Sunday, November 15. The faithful work 
cannot continue without the support of the members of the 
congregation. 

DO YOU LIKE FIGURES? 

     If you do, OLPC needs you.   Last January, Wrenton Wright graciously 
agreed to be Treasurer for the church for a year to enable the church to 
find someone else who might fill the position.  You do not need to be a 
financial wizard.  Your primary responsibility is to sign checks for the 
church and to make sure that there are ample funds available in the 
checking account to cover those checks.  The Treasurer also reviews the 
bank statements to insure their accuracy.  If you think you could do so 
and would be willing to do so, please let Wrenton or Gerry Shambaugh 
know so we could discuss it further.  The pay is wonderful -- the 
knowledge that you are providing a much needed service to the Church.  
Hope to hear from you soon.  

OLPC ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

YOU'RE INVITED to Adult Bible Study, which meets every Sunday 
at 9:45 AM in the Gardner Room.  This fall we are studying Acts 
when the Church was going from a local, small movement to a 
worldwide faith community.  It was a period of great joy, learning 
and salvation.  Come catch the Spirit. 

Gerry Shambaugh  
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ARE YOU FINISHED WITH YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING YET? 

    Have you figured out what to buy that relative who seems to already 
have everything, or have you become weary of the commercialism of 
the Christmas season?  If either is true of you, the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency has come to your rescue.  They have developed a list of mission 
projects at various levels of giving that you can give in the name of 
someone.  For as little as $10 you can purchase farming tools for 
someone in a developing country who is trying to support himself and 
his family.  More expensive gifts are also available.  Catalogs are 
available now from Gerry Shambaugh.  To use a tired phrase, what 
would Jesus do to celebrate his birthday?  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 As hard it is to believe, it's December already.  In the 
Presbyterian church, that means that it's time for 
Christmas Joy Offering.  You may ask, “What's that?”  A 
cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930's, it is 
one of the four special offerings designated by the 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church(USA).  Because Advent 
and Christmas shine a light not only on our world's greatest need, the 
PC(USA) provides this timely opportunity for congregations to support 
causes specifically designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor 
in circumstances or spirit.  Alongside the message of promise and 
fulfillment in Luke's Gospel, we also hear the clear call to God's people 
to respond in faith as Christ calls us, “From everyone to whom much has 
been entrusted, even more will be demanded” (Luke 12:48) 
Gifts to the offering will be distributed equally to the Assistance 
Program of the Board of Pensions and to support student scholarships 
at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  The offering 
will be collected this year on Sunday, December 20.  Please give  joyfully 
and generously.      
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF OAK LANE NEWS 

*Upcoming Event* 

 

Christmas Tea 
Sunday December 13th at 3:00 PM 

FLOWER DEDICATIONS NEEDED 

If you would like to dedicate sanctuary flowers in honor or 
memory of your loved ones, please contact Joan Clerk at 
267-263-1155. There are presently many openings in 
December and January.  
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WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE NEWS 

Greetings! 

Worship and Music would like to remind everyone that 
Advent is just around the corner. We are preparing for 
one of the most sacred events in our Christian year. We 
are preparing to celebrate the birth of Our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Let us begin our preparation in a 
spiritual way. 

 Communion will be celebrated every Sunday during Advent. 

 The Lessons and Carols Service will be held on Sunday December 20 
during the 11:00 A.M.  worship service. 

We hope everyone will come to our Christmas Eve Service. A holiday 
reception will begin at 5:00P.M. , and the Candlelight Worship Service  
with Communion will follow at 6:00P.M.  

We hope everyone will save these dates and join us for these exciting,  
sacred, and joyful events. God bless! 

Joan Clerk and Terrine Datts  

Co-Chairpersons 

MEMBERS NEWS 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SCHEDULED 
There will be a brief congregational meeting immediately following 
worship on Sunday, December 6th, for the purpose of electing members 
to serve as Deacons and Elders. 
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A C R O S S   T H E 

DEACONS DOINGS 

The Deacons Doings every month are: 

 Distributing flowers every Sunday to members of our congregation. 
 Extending messages of hope and comfort to our sick and shut-ins 

through visits, phone calls or cards. 
 Sending cards to members on their birthdays. 
 Visiting and serving communion to Marwood residents every 1st 

Sunday. 
 Maintaining a fifteen-member care list that is updated monthly. 

The following are activities scheduled for this and next month: 

 Thanksgiving cards from the OLPC congregation will be distributed 
to each Marwood resident on November 22. 

 The Care List was updated at the November meeting, and it was 
requested that we pray for the staff, children, and families involved 
in the After-School Program. 

 The Deacons will host the Annual Christmas Party at Marwood on 
Saturday, December 19. 

 

NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS 

SESSION NOVEMBER 29, 2015 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING DECEMBER 6, 2015 

 
 

  



9 
 

 

 

B O A R D S 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 Session met on Sunday October 25 for a very productive meeting, and   

following are some highlights: 

 Decided to hire Rev. Shawn Hyska for bookkeeping and financial 

consulting services.  

 Advise all of the committees, with a few exceptions, to not have 

meetings during Advent so that we can properly prepare for 

Christmas.  Instead, there will be Potluck Dinners for everyone 

every Wednesday in Advent at 5:30 P.M. A main dish will be 

provided.  Bring a dish to pass and join in.    

 Learned that the OLPC website has been enhanced with an electronic 

calendar and discussed ways to put dates on it and on the master 

calendar, which is in the church office. 

 Agreed to call a Congregational Meeting for December 6 for the 

purpose of electing officers for 2016. 

 Decided on a cost-effective method of distributing letters and other 

materials to members of the congregation.  

 Had a wide-ranging discussion on the manse. 

 

SCOUTING NEWS 

ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER 

The Mothers of Troop 19 Annual Spaghetti Dinner will be held 
at OLPC on Friday December 4, 2015 from 4:00 to 8:00 PM.  
For more info, please contact Earlene or Al Mitchell.  
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE NEWS 

The Fundraising Committee meets on the first Tuesday of each month 

at 6:00 PM. If you are interested in joining this very important and very 

exciting committee, please join us on the first Tuesday of each month or 

see committee members Jackie Williams or Terrine Datts. The purpose of 

this committee is to raise funds for church expenses. 

Upcoming Events: 

Christmas Bazaar – This year’s Christmas Bazaar will be held on 
December 5, 2015. Holiday fun and vendors’ spaces are available for 
$35.00 per table. Plan to come out, volunteer, and join the fun – a White 
Elephant table, raffle, baked goods, Santa, delicious foods and snacks. 
Don’t miss it! 

The Fundraising Committee is now taking personal and 

business ads for our newsletter, The Ambassador. Please contact a 

member of the Fundraising Committee to place your ad for next 

month. 

Committee members are Jackie Williams, Helen Hampton, 

Bernice Mims, Terrine Datts, and Harriett Atkerson. 

         Thank you! 

One page       $100.00 

Half page       $50.00 

Quarter Page     $25.00 

One Line (100 Characters)  $10.00 

Greetings (50 Characters)  $5.00 

Patron list     $1.00 
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THANK YOU 

On Thursday, November 5th, we had our Rolling of the Scrolls service. 
It was a very moving experience filled with scripture, prayer, candlelight, 
as well as music and song under the direction of David White. The 
committee would like to thank all those who came to the service, 
participated in the service, or memorialized their loved ones. The 
following is a list of those that were remembered. 

The Fund Raising Committee 
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Birthdays 

Douglas Cook 11/3 

Ronald Washington 11/3 

Marcus Millwood 11/5 

Eun-Young Ahn 11/7 

Veronica Gant 11/8 

Latricia Bunch 11/9 

James Cephas 11/16 

Diamond Trower 11/16 

Melissa Smith 11/18 

 

Eddie Mae Jackson 11/19 

Zachary Hampton 11/23 

Sonia Woods 11/24 

Gary Strahan 11/27 

Barbara Bono 11/28 

Marion Price 11/30 

Anniversaries 

Angela & Calvin Millwood 11/23 

Bernice Mims 12/01 

Kelly Bouknight 12/03 

Joel Bright Freeman 12/09 

Frank Strahan 12/10 

Jacqueline Powell 12/10 

Meredith King 12/13 

Refentse Nhlapo 12/13 

Candice Ancrum 12/14 

Joshua Thomas 12/15 

Mason Lambert 12/16 

Richard McIntyre 12/17 

Alexis Barron 12/18 

 

Roland Chandler 12/23 

Joan Clerk 12/24 

Grace Bradley 12/25 

Skye Ancrum 12/26 

Anniversaries 

Denise & Joseph Tucker 12/20 

Eddie Mae & Walter Jackson 12/21 

John & Marilyn Gathers 12/27 

Please note that OLPC is equipped with a wheelchair ramp, 
chair lift, accessible restrooms and extra-wide doors. 

Childcare is always available during Sunday worship. Please 
see an usher for directions to the nursery. 

OLPC PRAYER GROUP 
The OLPC Prayer Group is still praying on Wednesday mornings at 
10:00 AM. Come and bring your burden to the Lord and leave it there! 
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THE AMBASSADOR 
Ambassador articles keep our church family informed of the 
many activities going on at Oak Lane Presbyterian Church. 
We need your help! If you have news to share, please send it 
to the church office by the stated deadline. If possible, please 
send your electronic contribution to our church 
Administrative Assistant, Valerie Berkley, via email at 
Olpc@verizon.net. If not, please drop off a copy of your article 
or information to Valerie at the church office. Thanks so 
much! 

A REMINDER: 
The deadline for the January 2016 Ambassador is 

Monday December 28, 2015. 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation! 

Would you be interested in having your Ambassador 
delivered electronically via email rather than in hard copy? 
Consider it – it will save our congregation money and reach 
you more quickly! To get started, email Valerie Berkley at 

Olpc@verizon.net. 
Thank you. 

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK 

To access the OLPC Facebook page, search "Oak Lane Presbyterian 

Church" in Facebook or use the link on the new OLPC website 

(oaklanepresbyterian.org/).  

mailto:Olpc26@verizon.net
mailto:Olpc@verizon.net
http://oaklanepresbyterian.org/
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 POINSETTIAS & SPECIAL MUSIC 

 It is our custom at Christmas to place Poinsettias in the sanctuary in honor 
of or in memory of loved ones. The Deacons later deliver these plants to 
shut-ins to brighten their holidays. 

We also collect for the Special Music Fund, which is used to fund singers and 
instrumentalists at holidays and all throughout the year. 

Names of donors and memorials will be printed in the bulletin on Sunday, 
December 20th. 

Contributions in any amount for either the plants or the music fund (or both, 
if applicable) must be received by December 13th. Make checks payable to: 

Oak Lane Presbyterian Church, and mark them for 
‘The Flower Fund’ or ‘Special Music.’ 

Fill in this form (please print legibly) to accompany your donation and 
give it to Deborah Robinson. Thank you for your donation! 

POINSETTIAS   SPECIAL MUSIC FUND 

________________  _________________ 
NAME OF DONOR         NAME OF DONOR 

________________  _________________ 
TELEPHONE       TELEPHONE 

________________  _________________ 
IN MEMORY OF                  IN MEMORY OF 

________________  _________________ 
IN HONOR OF            IN HONOR OF   
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COVENANT OF PRAYER 
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE FAMILIES IN NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

1 .............................................................................. Helen Hampton & Family 
2 .......................................................... Lindette & Bashir Hassan & Family 
3 ........................................................................... Lauren Haughton & Family 
4 .................................................................. John & Myra Houston & Family 
5 ............................................................................. William Howard & Family 
6 .................................................... Andrew & Constance Hutter & Family 
7 .................................................................................. Malik Jackson & Family 
8 .................................................... Walter & Eddie Mae Jackson & Family 
9 ................................................................................. Meredith King & Family 
10 .............................................. Morris & Beverley Lucas-King & Family 
11 ........................................................ Melanie & Keith Lambert & Family 
12 ................................................................................ John Madden & Family 
13 ............................................................. John & Lorraine Magill & Family 
14 ............................................................................ Joseph Manson & Family 
15 ..................................................................................... Doris Merz & Family 
16 ...............................................................................Barbara Mims & Family 
17 ........................................................................... Lenora Mitchell & Family 
18 ................................................... Richard & Susanne Morrow & Family 
19 .............................................................................. Allegra Mucha & Family 
20 ........................................................................................ Lora Neal & Family 
21 .......................................................................... Catherine Odom & Family 
22 .................................................................................... Jean Parker & Family 
23 .................................................................................... Steven Parr & Family 
24 .................................................................................. Leisha Perry & Family 
25 ...................................................................... Edmund Plummer & Family 
26 ....................................................................... Jacqueline Powell & Family 
27 .................................................................................. Willa Powell & Family 
28 ................................................................................. Marion Price & Family 
29 ................................................... Theresa & Anthony Purnell & Family 
30 ..................................................................... Deborah Robinson & Family 
31. ........................................................................ Deidre Robinson & Family  
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